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The black figure represents the LUNAR 
Sophia, who has descended into matter, 

to become caught in it.

“The black depths have covered my face 
and the earth is corrupt and sullied in my 
works, and darkness has fallen upon it, as I 
am sunk in the mire of the depths, and my 
substance has not been opened” (From C.G 
Jung, Mysterium Conjunctionis)

“Sophia in Gnosticism and in the Kab-
balah bears both features of a virgin bride 
and those of the womb, the mater mate-
riae. The seed that falls into it, according 
to the Aurora Consurgiens, produces a 
threefold fruit. And this fruit in her body 
is the Christ-Mercury, the healing serpent, 
the curing water that flows into Hades to 
awaken the dead bodies of the metals and 
free his mother-bride.” (From Alchemy & 
Mysticism,  Alexander Roobended)

Again, I have shunned the familiar organization of the essay as I have not plainly told you what 
it is I’m going to tell you. In fact, I may not even tell you that which I intend. For it is a matter 
of degree, and to tell you what I told you after this discourse, admitting that the following may 
be but gibberish seems a fools errand, except peculiarly, as to those that would grasp, take hold, 
and accomplish!

Have I challenged you sufficiently? Enough perhaps, to have caused an internal wonderment 
of the illustration and explanatory text. Have I wetted the goodness of your whistle or offended 
your intellect? Maybe you’ve decided to waive judgement a wee bit longer in hopes that this 
poor author will hang himself if but just a few paragraphs away, necessitating a corresponding 
closing of the cover; whereby you might again, rest easy in your established convictions.

All possible and most probable but... what if,... what if in reading this simple treaty in abstract 
thought, you become engrossed, self absorbed as it were, into the very meaning of Life, Light 
and Love? What if you came into a new inner understanding of the alchemical text so 
quoted above? 1



In order that I do not lose you to your comforts to soon, let us jump right into the two quotes 
which plainly provide to the advanced Mystical student, an overview of what is to be somewhat 

expounded on in pages to come.  

However, as neophytes of the Mystical, lets discuss and deconstruct the two above qoutes accord-
ing to a basic analysis of the symbols written. Ok, ok...  not so basic symbols. Remember, words 
are symbols, basic and complex at the same instant, whose true meaning is most likely dependant 
on the paradoxical direction for which they are employed.

You should be ashamed! I hear Most Worshipfuls voice as he blasts me for the sentence above in 
which I introduce esoteric word meaning as being dependent upon, paradoxical direction?

It is true, I am caught once again using to few 
words for complex subjects....   so I’ll add a few.

Paradoxical direction should be somewhat under-
stood as a statement or proposition that may seem 
self-contradictory or absurd to most, but in reality 
for those that can understand the gist of it; the 
direction always points to or alludes to, a universal 
truth, law or princible inherent to consciousness 
and the possible specialization therein. 

In what does the specialization of a natural law consist? According to Thomas Troward, “It con-
sists in making a law or princible produce an effect which it could not produce under the simply 
generic conditions spontneously provided by nature”.  Such as the floatation of metal.

As students, we should have as a foundation a thourgh understanding of the larger or generic 
truths and laws most often alluded to or pointed at in our studies such as, the involution and evo-
lution of Spirit and Matter manifesting from the Beginning without end. In other words, that we 
should have a grasp on the Creative process of consciousness.

The very question of manifesting from the Beginning without end is what started me contemplat-
ing the general mechanics of creation, the some-thing from no-thing; and thereby, now finding 
myself falling into this discussion with you, on the sublime degree of Masonry and in my opinion, 
it’s representive Alchemical symbol, Mercury.

The first quote illustrates the full involution of spirit into matter where the nature of Matter has a 
dominance over the Spirit or Substance (seed or spark), which seeks to be opened. 

The second quote continues this same paradoxical direction with the ascent or evolution of the 
seed of Man into the threefold fruit, the Christ-Mercury, which is dominant over the nature of 
Matter. Thus, we see the full meaning behind the symbol for Mercury illustrated on the image of 
the Luna Sophia in the first quote. Sophia representing the wisdom or universal mind of the su-
perconsciousness, which by degree, can be accessed or recieved by sublimating our subconscious 
mind in recognition thereof. 
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It might be profitable for us to look into the peculiar symbol of Mercury among’st Alchemy’s 
planetary symbols in order to understand why I used these two qoutes to champion my 

thoughts on the sublimation of the sub-conscious mind through personal directed thought and 
Divine guidence, as the meaning intended for the term, the sublime degree of Masonry.

According to Paul Foster Case, Mercury is one of 
the seven manifesting septenary forces of Love. The 
six other planets also represent a single manifest-
ing septenary force of Love as well. And for each of 
the seven different forces or speacilizations of Love, 
we have a planet name (influence) and symbol to 
designate them. 

Now all seven primary planetary symbolsn are com-
posed of combinations of the circle, the cross, and 
the crescent. Mr. Case gives his interpretations of 
the symbols and the Mercury combinations thusly:

“The circle is a symbol of the superconscious plane because it has always been the sign of per-
fection, and also because it is the mathematical representation of that No-Thing which is appre-
hended or touched in superconsciousness.

The cross is a symbol of self-consciousness, which is, indeed, the cross that we must all “take up” 
if we would follow the Way of the Masters. It is the symbol of the never ending conflict which 
characterizes all the activities of the self-consciousness, the conflict of which has its root in the 
apparent separateness between the “I” which is the Experiencer and the “Not-I” which is the 
thing experienced.

The cresent is the symbol of subconsciousness, of the cup which recieves all that life pours into 
it, of the reflecting principle, or Not-I, in which the “I AM” sees an image of itself.

Mercury alone, among the planetary symbols, combines all three elements. The cresent sym-
bol of the subconsciousness is uppermost, the circle representing superconsciousness is in the 
middle, and the cross of self-consciousness is at the bottom. Thus Mercury represents the equili-
bration of all three planes of consciousness. Do not understand that the placing of the cresent 
symbol at the top means that the subconsciousness has been made the superior term. What is 
meant is that the subconsciousness has been purified and raised so that it becomes the Grail to 
receive the wine of life, the inspiration of spiritual wisdom.  The cross is below to show that the 
self-consciousness performs its work in its own sphere, which is that of adjusting the personal 
expression of life to environment.

But in the central position is the circle of superconsciousness, supporting the cup of the sub-
conscious activities, and sending then down its current of wisdom to the self-conscious plane. 
Rightly understood, the sign for Mercury is one of the most enlightening symbols in the whole 
of occult vocabulary. 
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All thought has risks, and I double dog dare you to follow abstractly, if but for a moment, a 
moment before you forget yet again, from whence came you.

It is noteworthy also that the symbol for Mercury is sometimes drawn 
as if it were composed of two serpents.

Thus, the symbol of Mercury is illustrated in the Luna Sophia im-
age and has the meaning of self aware consciousness recognizing 
the planted seed or spark and the lack of communion or expression 
through it. And as the second quote explains; that in order for the seed 
of Man to open and develop, the three states of consciousness must be 
brought closer and closer into equilibrium by a sublimation process 
involving the subconscious mind.

Before we can get into the question of bringing the three states of consciousness into balance 
or equilibrium I have to convince you to think anew, your initiatory rebirth as it were, into 
the correct thinking of Unitary consciousness as the creative process, and our place as indi-
viduals in it’s fuller expression. If I were to claim that, the main purpose of the involution and 
evolution of Spirit and Matter is to enable the plane of the universal mind to effect the plane 
of the particular through the thoughts and feelings of the individual who is present in the 
particular, would you have an objection? Probably have to think about that one, eh?

If I had an objection, it would be this; that in order for this relationship to exist, the indi-
vidual in the particular, must be aware of the legitimacy of the universal mind as source, and 
be receptive to its direction and guidance. Therefore; the ends to which we on the particular 
plane, recognize the universal mind as source and become receptive to it, will be our ability 
to effect the plane of the particular in pattern or form, thereby eventually becoming domi-
nant over the nature of Matter as the symbol of Mercury implies.
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Alchemical mercurial action is the raising up of the subconscious mind, which in effect 
gradually opens up receptivity to the super consciousness until the Christ-Mercury 

state of balanced consciousness is achieved. In Alchemy this balanced Creative state of 
consciousness is referred to as, The Elixir of Life.

If the sublimation of the subconscious is key to the attainment of the Mysteries, Masonry as 
the depository for this arcane knowledge should be replete with instructions or calls to its at-
tainment. And indeed we find this to be so, sprinkled throughout the Masonic degrees are the 
not so veiled calls to the inculcation of certain directed thoughts upon our memory/subcon-
scious. We should also note that it is in the sublime degree that both points of the compasses 
are elevated above the square, inscribing a possible hidden lesson to the raising up of the 
subconscious, into receptivity.

Now that were in the woods so to speak, I’m go-
ing to come right out and say it; sublimation of 
the subconscious mind is attained by self-aware 
directed thoughts imprinted onto the subcon-
scious mind. These thoughts are thoughts to the 
recognition of the universal mind as the source 
and expression of the creative process on the par-
ticular plane. As we impregnate our subconscious 
with these root thoughts and beliefs, by the law of 
reciprocity, we as individuals are enabled to help 
direct or distribute the Will of the universal mind 
through the creative process.

The modern word for the process of self imprint-
ing the subconscious is, self-hypnosis. The basic 
idea I’m extolling, if you haven’t already grasped 
it, is that by raising the thoughts of the subcon-
sciousness into greater recognition of the universal 
mind by self suggestion, i.e. to inculcate the higher 
thoughts, nobler deeds and greater achievements 
into our root thoughts and feelings (beliefs), we 
will thereby render ourselves more receptive to a 
super conscious direction and guidance, by degree.

I do not wish to imply that the receptivity of the subconscious is the only avenue in which 
we receive communication with the universal mind. The illustration of Venus clearly shows 
the evolutional communication between the super consciousness and the self consciousness 
through the modes of intuition and beauty.

The ancient wisdom says, “With all thy getting, get understanding” 



The double Dog dare at the beginning of this paper was to alert or remind the cautious 
student  that a discussion into the sublime degree of Masonry does not come without 

a personal price, as all thoughts and realizations have somewhat decided developments 
(Justice), according to the laws or principles being specialized. Therefore, guidance in the 
attainment of Alchemical Mercury is needed for an understanding of the full effects of 
opening or balancing the three states of consciousness on the plane of Matter, and on the 
self consciousness itself in general, as a misuse of these laws or principles has generally poor 
outcomes for the unwary.

Mercury and our sublime degree, both point to the conceptual death of limiting thoughts 
and understandings by a resurrection of the Abstractly Forgotten unlimited ones in the sub-
conscious.  It is also important to note that even if I have failed in convincing you to think 
anew into an unlimited greater Life in Unity, the somewhat decided developments (Justice) 
of the double dog dare, will still come to pass according to volition and degree.

Let’s just call this last bit of gibberish illustrated on the next page, degree work. 

Poetry being somewhat free of absolute constructs and definite word meanings is rarely 
spoken of as gibberish, however, the poems effect or communicative voice does depend 
upon some degree of recognition to a message.  Look again at the image of,  Rabbit or Duck, 
“How can they both be right?”  

“I double-human dare you to put your tongue on it...”
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Buddy’s Forever
When breezes blow away the love of yore
Will you think of me when I am, no more?

When the roses bloom no more
Then you will think of me as one, no more

Then will I mount the skies and see you dear as before 
When you think of me, no more

Mounted I Light, mounted I Life, mounted I Love
And gathered them unto me

I called for Light, Life and Love
Found I my Buddy and called, no more

                         Robert Gordon Kille


